










YOUR
TEACHERS

 One of the k constants of any high school student’s experience is math class. While navigating the 
sometimes-fun and always-confusing Mathland, students are not without their ever-present guides. �rough the 
even and the odd, our math teachers provide the footing for our learning—the domain of permissible values, if 
you will.

 All teachers, but especially the ones who teach by numbers, will answer our questions without fail or 
hesitation, no matter how simple or trivial they might seem. When you think about it, the people on Earth who 
have answered the most questions are probably math teachers, so I thought a couple more for a 
be- loved teacher who is many students’ first introduction into Mathland — Mrs. 

Marsella — couldn’t hurt.
 

“My favourite part about teaching math is that it’s like a puzzle. I love 
seeing kids when they fit the pieces together, that’s so satisfying! [laughs]

“But getting to see a student where all of a sudden that lightbulb comes 
on and it seems like — you know with math, sometimes it seems so 

intimidating to them, so to see a kid all of a sudden feel confident 
and know that they’ve got something, it’s awesome.”

“So I didn’t think I would be a teacher. My dad was 
convinced I would be an engineer, because I was 

good at math, to the point of leaving 
engineering pamphlets under my 

pillow [laughs] so 
there was a little bit 
of pressure that 

way, and I never 
realized — I 
think I always 
was a teacher, I 
always helped 
kids in class. 

“When I was in grade one, I actually had a friend ask 
me to help her in math, and I made quizzes and 
marked them for her, but it never occurred to me that 
I should be a teacher.

“�e only time it actually occurred to me was in a 
grade 13 class where my teacher actually turned to me 
one day in class and said, ‘you ever thought about 
being a teacher?’ and I said ‘well…no, not really,’ and 
he said ‘you’d be really good at it,’ and this was two 
weeks before we had to put in our applications for 
university, and I decided to change everything and 
went for teaching. Haven’t regretted it since.”

“You never know where life is going to take you. Life 
is not linear, to use a math analogy [laughs] so be 
open to whatever comes, and as much as we all like to 
think we have a plan for the rest of our life, one thing 
does necessarily lead to another, and to kind of 
just…not be so hard on yourself. Not every test is the 
end of your life.

“And even when plans don’t go the way you think, it’s 
usually for some reason, and a�erwards you may be 
able to see it, but just be okay with what happens in 
life and…try not to be so hard on yourselves, because 
some wonderful things may come out of it.”

“Oh my goodness. I honestly don’t think I could just 
give one name. I think if I could give a type, that 
makes more sense for me, ‘cause I’ve had so many 
wonderful students over the years. I think it’s the 
student that is…not just…[pause]

“It’s not about being good at math, but it’s about 
being a person that’s willing to help others, someone 
who strives for their best and is willing to put the 
e�ort in. I mean obviously, there are students I think 
about who were brilliant kids, but I don’t know that I 
taught them anything, you know what I mean?

“But the ones that stand out for me are the ones that 
work hard and don’t give up, and are always there, 
with a smile on their face, willing to try, you know? 
�at’s the kind of student that gets my heart going.”

[end transcription]

 

WHAT’S YOUR FAVOURITE
PART ABOUT TEACHING MATH?

DID YOU ALWAYS WANT TO BE A
TEACHER? WHAT WAS YOUR
MOTIVATION FOR WANTING

TO TEACH?
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IF YOU COULD GIVE ONE PIECE
OF ADVICE TO A HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENT, WHAT WOULD IT BE?

WHO WAS YOUR
MOST MEMORABLE STUDENT?

 So for everyone who looks at a quadratic 
and sees an insurmountable vertex, you’re not 
alone. As long as you’re willing to try and “fit the 
pieces together,” like Mrs. Marsella says, your 
teachers will be with you every step of the way.
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You’ve seen me, I mess around a lot. I joke around, and I 
make fun of myself and whatever; I’m like this ball of 
energy. My friends call me a chihuahua, cause I’m small, 
cause I have energy and it doesn’t go anywhere else. And 
that’s fine since I feel like that is truly myself, but I guess 
when people don’t take you seriously they just don’t tend to 
think you have your problems, someone who doesn’t mess 
around as much. My mom used to have a lot of health 
issues and she’s dealing with one right now. �e last thing I 
want from everyone is pity, but it sucks. It was a big shi�, 
especially because my mom is such a big part of my life. A 
lot of people have something to regret when it comes to 
things like this, like “oh, I wish I spent more time with 
them.” �e thing is, I do spend so much time with her. I 
guess that’s the thing that sucks the most - there’s there’s just 
nothing more I can really do. �ere’s a saying that goes 
something like, you never know that you needed it or loved 
it until you let it go. I don’t want everyone to learn that 
lesson the hard way, but I guess everyone can appreciate 
what they have, whether it’s health or privileges or whatev-
er. People could mess around and not care, but when 
something serious happens they understand the bigger 
things. And, yeah, we definitely need to have a kid side to 
us, but life is life. 

�ere are some people that you look at 
and you just think they’re perfect, and I’ve 

had a lot of people who come up to me 
and were like “You do all these things and 

you intimidate me a lot.” I feel like it’s 
‘cause there’s this image of perfection 

being set up, when they see me in the halls 
or when they see me on social media, and 

that’s something I can really relate to 
because when I was in ninth grade, I was at 

a private school. Everyone there tried to 
paint themselves picture perfect. �ere 

were these girls, who dressed really well, 
wore lots of make-up, got these good 

grades, did all these extracurriculars. It was 
really competitive. But when I tried to 

become more I like that, I realized, you 
know what? �at’s not truthful at all. And 

looking back at these people I was hanging 
out with, these people that I deemed 

perfect, that was really only one side of 
them. You can never really say that about 
someone. No one’s ever really perfect, no 

matter what they want you to think.
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I was born in Japan. My dad was Canadian, my mom 
was Japanese. I was raised there for like five years. 

When you’re that young, you don’t really make memo-
ries that much, but it still really shapes your character. 

Even though I’ve lived here for more than ten years 
now, I feel like that Japanese side of me is still a huge 

part of my identity, you know? I still think very 
Japanese, if that makes sense. It’s very “other people 

first”. �at’s the main, sort of, foundation of all of 
Japanese society. Don’t make trouble for other people, 

put other people before you. While that does sound like 
a great thing to follow, and I agree that it is, in Japan it’s 

to a point where people don’t compliment themselves 
enough. People will put others ahead of themselves so 

far that end up putting themselves down. I sort of see 
that here as well, but not as extreme. Sometimes I feel 

like that gets to me, where I see other people and I 
admire them, and then I downplay a lot of my own 

achievements, even though I really shouldn’t. But, no 
matter what, I’m still happy to be Japanese, and I try to 

keep in touch with that part of me. I just wish people 
would stop asking me to “say something” [in Japanese]. 

�at gives me too many options. Like, come on, give 
me something to say at least.

For 15 years I lived in China and I didn’t think the 
Chinese education system was very suitable for 
me, so my parents suggested we move to Canada. 
When I first came here I was very very shy. I got 
verbally bullied in grade 6 and I, like, kept think-
ing that I was not good enough - constantly 
worrying about how I looked. In China, I didn’t 
have a lot of friends and was always thought of as 
the weird one. Over the years, I became very shy 
and quiet. A�er my first day of high school in 
Canada, I was very surprised that people actually 
talked to me and I felt accepted here. My first class 
was drama. My teacher was very nice to me but the 
first few assignments were very di�cult; I couldn’t 
even understand what they were saying. But I kept 
challenging myself and pushing to try my best. I 
was very stressed first semester but I think I was 
able to learn a lot from it, because now my confi-
dence is a lot better due to the caring and accept-
ing people around me. My marks also got higher 
due to internal motivation. I learned that moving 
to a new place is very challenging but in order to 
be successful, you need to be persistent and 
believe in yourself.

H U M A N S  O F  R H H S
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1I read Inferno for my ISU in tenth grade. While a lot of universities tackle 
Inferno for their own studying, it’s quite manageable and definitely not as 
scary as it looks. One thing to note is that while Inferno may seem initially 
simple and ambiguous in nature (as poems generally are), the research you’ll 
need to conduct in order to make sense of it will 
be extensive. However, if you’re willing to put in 
the time and e�ort, you can whip up a killer essay. 
Nothing I write will ever be as satisfying as my 
tenth grade essay. 

InfernoDante Alighieri

“Novels Are For 
Locals, Epic Poems 
Are Where It’s At”

Again, this is a novel I read just recently for my ISU, so I can speak from personal experience 
on this one. To put it in the simplest terms, �e Count of Monte Cristo is an adventure book 
about revenge. Alexandre Dumas makes great use of imagery and heaps of description, so for 
the avid reader who likes to question the motives of a story’s protagonist, this one’s for you. 
However, keep in mind that Dumas was probably paid by the line while writing it, which 
kind of explains why the copy I read had around a thousand pages.

Monte Cristo Alexandre Dumas

“I Want A Morally 
Grey Protagonist 
And I 
Really, 
Really 
Like 
Reading”

Novels
for the Uninformed Reader
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3You can’t really get more basic than To Kill A Mockingbird. Almost every-
one’s heard of it and so it should be relatively easy to get people’s opinions 
on it and look at the story from multiple points of view. It's got a lot of 
meaning condensed in less than 300 pages, and even adds a dash of 
humour and warmth despite dealing with dark topics and racial inequality.

Mockingbird Harper Lee

With an interesting blend of  fantasy and  
magical realism, Ka�a on the Shore is 
definitely a more modern novel that could 
make for a very interesting ISU. �e story 
follows two di�erent protagonists, which 
means you’re essentially getting two stories 
in one! �ink about all the possibilities! 
�e suspense! �e wonder! Also, there are 
a lot of cats.

Kafka on the Shore
             Haruki Murakami

“If It’s Published 
Before 2000, 
I’m Gonna Hate It 
No Matter What”

Ladies and gentlemen, I present to you the ability to feel emotions. �ough I cannot guarantee 
anything, I can make recommendations, and my recommendation is to open yourself to the book at 
hand. Whatever book you pick, make sure you put your heart in it. A�er all, the best way to love a book 
is to have empathy and love freely.

A Fine Balance Rohinton Mistry

“What’s going on?”

“I want to cry”

// MICHELLE LIU
PHOTOGRAPHY // UNSPLASH
DESIGNER // AMY WAN
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Ten years ago, the economy crashed.

Nobody expected it. Leading economists pored over past trends 
and assured the public that a crisis was statistically impossible — the 
data said so — until it suddenly wasn’t so impossible after all.

In a world of uncertainty, the flaw with any purely rational system is 
that the future will not always reflect the past. Unusual things happen 
all the time, spontaneous and unprecedented, and it is impossible to 
predict even tomorrow’s events with certainty. 

So is logic really the best model we have? “Of course,” we’re inclined to 
say, “if the alternative is just our feelings, how accurate can that be?”

It’s easy to pick apart the concept of emotional thinking; without ra-
tionality, we are prone to bias, jumping to conclusions, and neglecting 
our broader goals on a whim. But being completely averse to emotional 
thinking falsely portrays the world as black and white, logic and emo-
tion, and leads us to overcompensate with logical reasoning. We lend 
the utmost power to products of facts and statistics and neglect what 
feelings can tell us. But even the most advanced computers can’t factor 
in unknown variables; like with the market example, people act unpre-
dictably, and understanding the social forces that shape those decisions 
is often more useful than statistics from fifty years ago. 

The problem, then, is that a world that prizes constant rationality push-
es our real priorities to the back burner. Within our own lives, logical 
thinking values only quantifiable goals: figures, marks, and money, 
without taking into account the complex person behind those goals. It 
leads us to constantly overthink, caught up in assessing the likelihood 
of achievement while forgetting that unpredictability can bring more 
happiness than living in a “safe” rut. 

A Logical Fallacy



Relying on logic makes it natural to look at the high acceptance averag-
es for your dream post-secondary program and decide against applying 
in the first place. There’s a chance you would’ve gotten in. Statistically, 
more hours of studying means better performance, and rationality en-
courages you to stay up the entire night working, even though getting 
sleep is better for you physically and mentally. For most decisions, in-
tuition — the sum of all your past experiences — is a better arbiter than 
impersonal numbers. 

 And the numbers are far from definite. If all the facts and figures in the 
world couldn’t predict an economic crash, they can’t accurately predict 
your life either. Life isn’t formulaic — your friend succeeding because 
they did x, y, and z does not mean you will have the same outcome if 
you do the same. So, relax a little. There’s no need to micromanage your 
life and spend hours thinking about how every small assignment and 
extracurricular will affect your chances of becoming a doctor. Because 
one way or another, things will fall into place, and that isn’t something 
you can really predict or control. 

This is not a defense of impulsivity or making irresponsible choices. It’s 
the recognition that most things can’t be rationalized, and it’s pointless 
to try. It’s a defense of embracing human emotions instead of being a 
robot, of not fitting into the mold of a “perfect student” all the time, of 
taking risks instead of staying on the safe road, and of valuing relation-
ships over calculated possibilities.

Don’t worry about the trend line— being an outlier is okay, even if the 
analysts say otherwise. 

// GABY LIN
PHOTOGRAPHY // JULIA LI
DESIGN // DAVID WANG
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